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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An Examiner's Amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions 
be unacceptable to applicants, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To 
ensure consideration of such an amendment, it must be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee. 

Authorization for this Examiner's Amendment was given in a telephone interview with Mr. 
Kmett Edward on 03/27/07. 

Please cancel claims3,7,l 1,15,19,23. 

Please replace the existing claims 1,4,5,8,9,12,13,16,17,20,21 and 24with the amended 
claims 1,4,5,8,9,12,13,16,17,20,21 and 24 below: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A data processing apparatus that communicates data through a network 
to each of a plurality of computers and a plurality of peripheral devices connected to the 
network, comprising: display means for displaying the plurality of computers and the plurality of 
peripheral devices as symbol information, respectively, on a display screen; first discriminating 
means for discriminating, from the plurality of computers, at least one computer that has a server 
function; second discriminating means for discriminating, from the at least one computer that has 
the server function discriminated by said first discriminating means, at least one computer that 
has a license server function; third discriminating means for discriminating, from the at least one 
computer that has the license server function discriminated by said second discriminating means, 
a license management server computer that is used by said data processing apparatus and has a 
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license server function for issuing a predetermined license to said data processing apparatus; and 
first control means for controlling said display means to display as a visual symbol the license 
management server computer discriminated by said third discriminating means such that the 
license management server computer is distinguished from computers that are not discriminated 
by said third discriminating means; fourth discriminating means for discriminating, from the 
plurality of computers, a server device having an image input server function which may be used 
by said data processing apparatus; second control means for controlling the server device 
discriminated by said fourth discriminating means such that the server device may be identified 
from other devices on the display screen; selecting means for selecting a symbol on the display 

'i 
I 

screen; and service supplying means for supplying a common service to each of a plurality of 
licensee computers to which the predetermined license has been issued from the license 
management server computer, when the license management server computer and the server 
device have been selected by said selecting means. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim [3] I, wherein the common service 
which is supplied by said service supplying means includes a distribution service for distributing 
a same data to each of the licensee computers. 

5. (Currently Amended) A data processing apparatus that communicates data through a network 
to each of a plurality of computers and a plurality of peripheral devices connected to the 
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network, comprising: display means for displaying the plurality of computers and the plurality of 
peripheral devices, respectively, on a display screen; first discriminating means for 
discriminating, from the plurality of computers, at least one computer that has a server function; 
second discriminating means for discriminating, from the at least one computer that has the 
server function discriminated by said first discriminating means, at least one computer that has a 
license server function; third discriminating means for discriminating, from the at least one 
computer that has the license server function discriminated by said second discriminating means, 
a license management server computer that is used by said data processing apparatus and has a 
license server function for issuing a license to at least said data processing apparatus; and first 
control means for controlling said display means to display as a visual symbol the license 
management server computer discriminated by said third discriminating means such that the 
license management server computer is distinguished from computers that are not discriminated 
by said third discriminating means; fourth discriminating means for discriminating, from the 
plurality of computers, a server device having an image input server function which may be used 
by said data processing apparatus; second control means for controlling the server device 
discriminated by said fourth discriminating means such that the server device may be identified 
from other devices on the display screen; selecting means for selecting a symbol on the display 
screen; and service supplying means for supplying a common service to each of a plurality of 
licensee computers to which the license has been issued from the license management server 
computer, when the license management server computer and the server device have been 
selected by said selecting means. 
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7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim [7] 5, wherein the common service 
which is supplied by said service supplying means includes a distribution service for distributing 
a same data to each of the licensee computers. 

9. (Currently Amended) A data processing method in a data processing apparatus that 
communicates data through a network to each of a plurality of computers and a plurality of 
peripheral devices connected to the network, comprising: a display step of displaying the 
plurality of computers and the plurality of peripheral devices as symbol information, 
respectively, on a display screen; a first discriminating step of discriminating, from the plurality 
of computers, at least one computer that has a server function; a second discriminating step of 
discriminating, from the at least one computer that has the server function discriminated by said 
first discrimination step, at least one computer that has a license server function; a third 
discriminating step of discriminating, from the at least one computer that has the license server 
function discriminated by the second discriminating step, a license management server computer 
that is used by said data processing apparatus and has a license server function for issuing a 
predetermined license to at least the data processing apparatus; and a first control step of 
controlling the display step to display as a visual symbol the license management server 
computer discriminated in said third discriminating step such that the license management server 
computer is distinguished from computers that are not discriminated by said third discriminating 

step; a fourth discriminating step of discriminating, from the plurality of computers, a server 

f 
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device having an image input server function which may be used bv the data processing 
apparatus; a second control step of controlling the server device discriminated in said fourth 
discriminating step such that the server device may be identified from other devices on the 
display screen; a selecting step of selecting a symbol on the display screen; and a service 
su pplying step of supplying a common service to each of a plurality of licensee computers to 
which the predetermined license has been issued from the license management server computer, 
when the license management server computer and the server device have been selected in said 
selecting step. 



11. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim [1 1] 9, wherein the common service 
which is supplied in said service supplying step includes a distribution service for distributing a 
same data to each of the licensee computers. ; 

i 

13. (Currently Amended) A data processing method in a data processing apparatus that 
communicates data through a network to each of a plurality of computers and a plurality of 
peripheral devices connected to the network, comprising: a display step of displaying the 
plurality of computers and the plurality of peripheral devices, respectively, on a display screen; 
a first discriminating step of discriminating, from the plurality of computers, at least one 
computer that has a server function; a second discriminating step of discriminating, from the at 
least one computer that has the server function discriminated by said first discrimination step, at 
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least one computer that has a license server function; a third discriminating step of 
discriminating, from the at least one computer that has the license server function discriminated 
by the second discriminating step, a license management server computer that is used by said 
data processing apparatus and has a license server function for issuing a license to at least the 
data processing apparatus; and a first control step of controlling said display step to display as a 
visual symbol the license management server computer discriminated in said third discriminating 
step such that the license management server computer is distinguished from computers that are 
not discriminated by said third discriminating step; a fourth discriminating step of 
discriminating, from the plurality of computers, a server device having an image input server 
function which may be used by the data processing apparatus; a second control step of 
controlling the server device discriminated in said fourth discriminating step such that the server 
device may be identified from other devices on the display screen; a selecting step of selecting a 
symbol on the display screen; and a service supplying step of supplying a common service to 
each of a plurality of licensee computers to which the license has been issued from the license 
management server computer, when the license management server computer and the server 
device have been selected in said selecting step. 

15. (Canceled) 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim [15] 13, wherein the common service 
which is supplied in said service supplying step includes a distribution service for distributing a 
same data to each of the licensee computers. 
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17. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium storing a computer program 
which [may be] is executed by a computer of a data processing apparatus that communicates data 
through a network to each of a plurality of computers and a plurality of peripheral devices 
connected to the network, wherein the computer program implements a data processing method 
of the data processing apparatus, the method comprising: a display step of displaying the 
plurality of computers and the plurality of peripheral devices as symbol information, 
respectively, on a display screen; a first discriminating step of discriminating, from the plurality 
of computers, at least one computer that has a server function; a second discriminating step of 
discriminating, from the at least one computer that has the server function discriminated by said 
first discrimination step, at least one computer that has a license server function; a third 
discriminating step of discriminating, from the at least one computer that has the license server 
function discriminated by the second discriminating step, a license management server computer 
that is used by said data processing apparatus and has a license server function for issuing a 
predetermined license to at least the data processing apparatus; and a first control step of 
controlling said display step to display as a visual symbol the license management server 
computer discriminated in said third discriminating step such that the license management server 
computer is distinguished from computers that are not discriminated by said third discriminating 
step; a fourth discriminating step of discriminating, from the plurality of computers, a server 
device having ah image input server function which may be used by the data processing 
a pparatus; a second control step of controlling the server device discriminated in said fourth 
discriminating step such that the server device may be identified from other devices on the 
display screen; a selecting step of selecting a symbol on the display screen; and a service 
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supplying step of supplying a common service to each of a plurality of licensee computers to 
which the predetermined license has been issued from the license management server computer, 
when the license management server computer and the server device have been selected in said 
selecting step. 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A medium according to claim [19] J/7, wherein the common service 
which is supplied in said service supplying step includes a distribution service for distributing a 
same data to each of the licensee computers. 

21. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium storing a computer program 
which [may be] is executed by a computer of a data processing apparatus that communicates data 
through a network to each of a plurality of computers and a plurality of peripheral devices 
connected to the network, wherein the computer program implements a data processing method 
of the data processing apparatus, the method comprising: a display step of displaying the 
plurality of computers and the plurality of peripheral devices, respectively, on a display screen; 

a first discriminating step of discriminating, from the plurality of computers, at least on computer 
that has a server function; a second discriminating step of discriminating, from the at least one 
computer that has the server function discriminated by said first discrimination step, at least one 
computer that has a license server function; a third discriminating step of discriminating, from 
the at least one computer that has the license server function discriminated by the second 
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discriminating step, a license management server computer that is used by said data processing 
apparatus and has a license server function for issuing a license to at least the data processing 
apparatus; and a first control step of controlling said display step to display as a visual symbol 
the license management server computer discriminated in said third discriminating step such that 
the license management server computer is distinguished from computers that are not 
discriminated by said third discriminating step; a fourth discriminating step of discriminating, 
from the plurality of computers, a server device having an image input server function which 
may be used by the data processing apparatus; a second control step of controlling the server 
device discriminated in said fourth discriminating step such that the server device may be 
identified from other devices on the display screen; a selecting step of selecting a symbol on the 
display screen; and a service supplying step of supplying a common service to each of a plurality 
of licensee computers to which the license has been issued from the license management server 
computer, when the license management server computer and the server device have been 
selected in said selecting step. 

23. (Canceled) 

24. (Currently Amended) A medium according to claim [23] 21, wherein the common service 
which is supplied in said service supplying step includes a distribution service for distributing a 
same data to each of the licensee computers. 
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Reason 's For Allowance 

1. Claims 1,4,5,8,9,12,13,16,17,20,21,24 will be allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

The prior art references most closely resembling the applications claimed invention are Burgess 
(U.S.5,796,633), Lau (U.S. 6,101,500) and Wiggins (U.S. 5,717,604). 

First Burgess disclosed a method and system for monitoring the performance of a computer 
coupled to a computer network and optionally generating alerts when the performance of the 
computer has reached an alertable level. However Burgess did not disclose, "a fourth 
discriminating step of discriminating, from the plurality of computers, a server device having an 
image input server function which may be used by the data processing apparatus; a second 
control step of controlling the server device discriminated in said fourth discriminating step such 
that the server device may be identified from other devices on the display screen; a selecting step 
of selecting a symbol on the display screen; and a service supplying step of supplying a common 
service to each of a plurality of licensee computers to which the license has been issued from the 
license management server computer, when the license management server computer and the 
server device have been selected in said selecting step" (Claims 1,5,9,13,17,21). 

Second Lau disclosed a system for managing objects in hierarchical structure, the system being 
implemented preferably in a network management program. However Lau did not disclose, "a 
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fourth discriminating step of discriminating, from the plurality of computers, a server device 
having an image input server function which may be used by the data processing apparatus; a 
second control step of controlling the server device discriminated in said fourth discriminating 
step such that the server device may be identified from other devices on the display screen; a 
selecting step of selecting a symbol on the display screen; and a service supplying step of 
supplying a common service to each of a plurality of licensee computers to which the license has 
been issued from the license management server computer, when the license management server 
computer and the server device have been selected in said selecting step" (Claims 
1,5,9,13,17,21). 

Third Wiggins disclosed a network monitoring system operates on a computer including 
processor for running a multi-tasking operating system cable of having active and inactive 
windows. The computer is connected to a server or a service which provides access to a user 
application subject to a license restriction. However Wiggins did not disclose, "a fourth 
discriminating step of discriminating, from the plurality of computers, a server device having an 
image input server function which may be used by the data processing apparatus; a second 
control step of controlling the server device discriminated in said fourth discriminating step such 
that the server device may be identified from other devices on the display screen; a selecting step 
of selecting a symbol on the display screen; and a service supplying step of supplying a common 
service to each of a plurality of licensee computers to which the license has been issued from the 
license management server computer, when the license management server computer and the 
server device have been selected in said selecting step" (Claims 1,5,9,13,17,21). 
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In summary, the Examiner submits that there is no motivation to combine the aforementioned 
references; therefore, claims 1,4,5,8,9,12,13,16,17,20,21,24 have been deemed allowable over 
the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance". 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the examiner should 

be directed to Adnan Mirza whose telephone number is (571)-272-3885. 

The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday during normal business hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jason 
Cardone can be reached on (571)-272-3933. The fax for this group is (703)-746-7239. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for un published 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866)-2 17-9 197 (toll-free). 
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